






























This is a step-by-step course in 
drawing the horse—one of the most 
beautiful animals and among the most 
challenging subjects for both amateur 
and professional artists. Sam Savitt, 
America’s foremost equine artist, has 
written over fourteen books and 
illustrated more than one hundred, h 
addition to creating horse charts that 
are known throughout the world. Yet 
he has never done a book about 
drawing his favorite subject—until 
now. Here he teaches the aspiring 
artist how to observe horses, both at 
rest and in action, and he shows the 
reader how to discern and render the 
physical variations effected by age, size, 
conformation, and breed. He shares the 
drawing techi^ques that he has 
developed over many years, which will 
enable even the beginner to achieve 
professional results. 
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introduction 



In order to create a good painting of a nui flC iwi,, _ __ _JH 

photograph, an artist must paint what he or she knows in addition to 
what he sees, and he must know a great deal more than he sees. 

Mam r equestrian painters today do not really draw horses. They 
copy with paint all the lights and darks they see in a photograph, but 
what they do not seem to know is that photographs often distort form. 
Unless an artist understands the construction of the horse and how it 

functions, his pictures are no more than a meaningless collection of 
light and dark areas. 

A good drawing can be a valued entity in itself, but, more impor¬ 
tant, it is a necessary foundation for a good painting. Many of the old 

masters made countless drawings of their subjects before they began to 
paint them. 

All the drawings in this book were done with pencils —both hard 
and soft. At times I wedged the point to get a halftone effect; at other 

*5P®? Tnf ec ^ P°^ nt r ^^ lt out of the pencil sharpener to get a linear 
ettect. ihe tools I use to create a drawing are relatively unimportant, 

however, for there are many ways to accomplish the same thing. Once 
JX*"? T Stere , d th f T of drawin & you will be able to pull a horse 
you arousing 0111 a ” d make hun COme aIive in whatever medium 

I have been fascinated by horses all my life. As a child I actuallv 

C2 ho™ S?' ‘Z°r d S**?"" » '"V ».yiTuidfwS 

„ " foi , a whiJe. pulling the neighborhood kids about in a 

coaster wagon and holding a rope bit in my mouth for the sake of real 

ism. I allowed myself to be tied up and would stand L the corner of a 

oom for long periods, shifting my weight from one leg to the other as T 

that I did, but I want yo^rounderstand H ^ $ame shenani e ans 

to form KSrSlte aTS % Wri ^: Y ° u learn 
you must learn to form the nans ° rd ‘ n order t0 dra w a horse, 

Drawing is a skill that can he i P3 f e 03 11 ma ^ e ^e whole horse, 

sight and average eye-hand coordin ned an y°ne with average eye- 
catch a ball, you can lea™ to Hra rr ° n ' can threa d a needle or 

is not very difficult ^sleine is thYn/ ty t0 draw wel1 - Drawing 

things just fine and that drawing them iifth h° u may feel that you see 
opposite is true. g the S the hard P art . but actually the 

mine 8 R' Vensi ^ uation will deter- 
6 m m a draw mg. Rememher that the horse 


is a creature of flight, not fight. He will shy at the drop of s hat or pr>c- 
tically leap out of his skin at the mere sight of a rock. Yet, :-:trar •• 
enough, he can be taught to gallop headlong into gunfire or to jumo 
over tremendously imposing obstacles. He is basically a herd an rr> 
preferring the company of other horses, but he and man have strvr 
a special relationship that has carried them together through cer * -1 
of war, work, sport, and art. 

Every bit of knowledge you pick up about horses will come to -r,-> 
aid when you draw them. If possible, you should visit horses talk t 
them, run your hands over their sleek backs and hard legs, bb-ervo 
them constantly wherever and whenever you can—in real life in 
tographs, in movies, and on television. Study all the drawings of horsed 
you can find to see how other equestrian artists have handled rhe sub" 
ject. On the following pages you will see drawings of horses doing lust 
about everything that horses do. You will undergo a continuous test o'" 

your observation. Make the most of it, for watching horses is the W 
way to learn about them. ^ ' L 

One exercise to improve your power of observation is to studv a 
drawmg or photograph of a horse for a minute or two. then remove -he 
picture from your vision and try to draw what vou remember 

If you have a live horse to work from, this exercise is even me- 
challenging, for even the quietest horse is usually in motion— grazing or 
dgetmg m his stall. But you don’t necessarily have to draw the whole 

learningtoobsSe ^ ^ ° ther Pm d ° wMe « 


n ° T 1Ced that When 1 am ridin g 111 an automobile as a 
ff I wprpl UI jknown route I rarely remember the road as wdl as 

son for tlSf^ myself over that same road. The rea- 

on the wav T o m ™ am I am observing and concentrating 

are drawin? a hn^° m ^ cons ^ er yourself the “driver” when yc 

conformation ^° U remem I )er all the twists and turns of his 

used^to^et pffprti^ 00 ^ * show you methods of working that I have 
ing a horse Tfipr. VG resu - ^ rst you will learn the basics of draw- 

the things about jv° U ^u 11 to e mphasize, and perhaps exaggerate, 

ownp^t ^ew will K^ ****»&& the ^ *** 

Ue .s ,„Ts ee to. Be ST.T"' *"*? *» "» 

artist _ not like Q i- u - . * mean you should draw horses like an 

form, eliminate it niaan - ® a highlight or a shadow disturbs the 
ing to show 1 * V0U1 drawing in order to clarity what you are try- 


m 

sight is a facultv V ° U ^ Unv t0 * ool< at a hots®, and i-emembor that 

UIC -' > but seeing is an art. 








1 / PARTS OF THE HORSE 



Learning the names of the different parts of the horse will 
enable you to locate the areas I refer to as we go along. 


Point of rump 



Nostril 


Muzzle 


Fetlock 


oronet band 
■Hoof 





























SKELETA L STRUCT 



The horse’s head is normally carried at a 
right angle to the line of the neck. 

Fig. I shows the head put on incorrectly. 
Fig. 2 shows the head put on correctly. 
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Skull 

Mandible (jawbone l 
Scapula 
Humerus 
Carpus 

Metacarpus (cannon 
Phalanges 

Accessory carpal bor 

Radius 

Ulna 

Rib cage 

Pelvis 

Patella 

Tarsus 


15 Metatarsus (cannon bone) 

16 P halanges 

^ 17 Tuber calis 

18 Tibia 

19 Fibula 

® 20 Femur 

21 Caudal vertebrae 

22 Sacral vertebrae 

' 23 Lumbar vertebrae 

24 Dorsal vertebrae 

25 Cervical vertebrae 






Notice how the bone structure 
around the eye socket and 
the hard ridgeline above the 
molars in the skull show 
through the skin. The jaw 
hinges behind the eye socket, 
and when the mouth opens, 
the action begins at that point 
and not from the corner of the 
mouth as in fig. 3. 


























muscular system 


1 Brachiocephalicus 

2 Deltoideus 

3 Pectoralis 

4 Triceps brachii 

5 Extensor carpi radiaiis 

6 Extensor digitorum 

7 Tibialis anterior 

S Extensor digitorum 
9 Flexor digitorum 

10 Biceps femoris 

11 Semi ten din os us 

12 Glutaeus 

13 Quadriceps femoris 

14 Obliquus obdominis extensor 

15 Latissimus dorsi 

16 Trapezius 

17 Stemo cephalicus 



































Although the head of any particular horse will be different from 
the heads of other horses, it will be useful for you to learn the 
general proportions of the ideal horse’s head in order to draw 
the individual with overall accuracy . I draw rectangles and 
boxes as guidelines. 


Front view 

1. Draw a rectangle 
two and a half 
times higher than 
it is wide and 
divide it in half as 
shown. 

2. Divide the upper 
part in half and 
draw two 
interlocking 
diamond shapes as 
indicated. 

3. Put eyes and 
nostrils in place. 

4. Draw the rest of 
the head using the 
diamond shapes as 
a guide. 


Side view 


1. Make the same 
rectangle as above 
but on an angle 
and divide it in 
half. 

2. Divide the upper 
part in half and 



draw in the muzzle 
and cheek lines. 

3. Place the eye on 
the dividing line in 
the upper part and 
complete the rest 
of the head as 
shown. Note that 
the ridge of the 

jq cheekbone below 


the eye runs in the 
same direction as 
the mouth. Note 
also that the 
halfway line of the 
rectangle is just 
above the 
in dentation 
marking the jaw 
muscle. 



thickness. 



The same holds true for the 
three-quarter back view. 












The Ears 

The ears are shaped somewhat like funnels. They do not change 
their shape much, but they move so frequently that you might 
think they do. Here are a ;‘ew tips for keeping track of them. 




Note that the tips of the ears point inward 
when the horse is alert, outward when he is 
relaxed. 







The ears can move together or separately. 



The ears will tell you 




jr 




JfF 


f 


if a horse is sharply alert or 
















The Eyes 


They 


The eves help to give the head character and ' 

how the position of the eye seems to change as the head turns 


Toward a three-quarter view. 


It is incorrect 
to place eyes 
in the front part 
of the head. 
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the legs 


The legs and all their parts must be drawn clearly and sharply. 
This is important because any line not clearly drawn may be 
misread as a fault in their structure. 




forearms and knock- 

pearance of the 



Note the outward bulge 
of the hindquarters 
and gaskins and the 
perpendicular 
straightness oi the 
cannon bones. 


When a leg moves, the structure to which it is attached also 
moves. See how the hoof in B and E snaps downward as the leg 
iioves forward and backward. Also notice how the angle of the 
pastern (A through G) changes as the horse moves. 









































The Feet 


A horseman appraises the horse from the ground 
up. for, as the saying goes. No foot, no horse. 
Manv beginning artists make the mistake of 
ignoring details in drawing feet, burying the feet in 
the grass. But you must know what a foot really 
looks like before you can even suggest it correctly. 
Here I have shown the legs and hoofs and the bone 
structure inside them. 


Bent front leg 



Front hoof 


Horseshoe 


Hind hoof 




Notice that the front hoof is slightly 
wider than the hind hoof. 



Outside side view of 
right front foot 



Outside aide view of 
right hind foot 
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THE WHOLE HORSE 



Looking at the whole horse from different angles is a good 
exercise in seeing. Be especially aware of how individual parts 
relate to each other. 



As you approach the horse from the 
front, be aware of how the neck joins 
the shoulder and how the shoulder fits 
into the barrel, which in turn connects 
with the hindquarters. 


As you go by his right side, you will 
begin to see more barrel and more of 
the hindquarters. The shape of the 
legs will not change much until you 
are alongside them. 


From this angle, the legs look quite 
different. Now you can observe the 
true relationships between the parts of 
the horse, undistorted by 
foreshortening. I his is why 
conformation portraits always show 
he horse in this position. 
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4 

As you go toward the rear of the 
horse, you wil] begin to see him in an 
entirely different perspective. Notice 

l0w fit together from this 

especially the egs. 



5 

The horse doesn’t bother to turn his 
)>ead since his eyes are on the side of 
his head and he can still see you well 
enough from this angle. 


6 

Now the horse turns to make sure vou 

m- 

are still watching him. Did you watch 
closely? Did you notice that I put a 
halter on the head of the horse in hg 

3? I also make mv horses switch their 

% 

tails occasionally to give n\\ drawings 
more interest. I ruffled this horse's 
mane for the same reason. 
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2 / THE HORSE IN MOTION — 

Now that we have had a good look at the horse standing still, let s see what happens 
when he goes into action. The most important thing to remember is that a par ' 
the horse are connected by bone and sinew and that the movement of one par 
influences the parts that adjoin it. Although the basic construction of eac par we 
studied in chapter 1 does not change, the relationships between the parts wi vary 
time the horse moves and each time we view him from a different angle. 



JLAR SYSTEM IN A GALLOPING HORSE 



te names of important muscular 


groups. 












When you begin to make an action drawing trv . , 

within yourself as you draw. The various gaits have n ”i, ' 1 e Worse's movement 

is smooth and paceful, while the buck is erratic and ierkv p °i ^ 0Wn Th * J“mp 

th e action in his own way. But first you should understand th *?* w wil1 «!*rience 
and how it is affected by movement. rstand the underlying structure 



-CTAL structure in a trotting horse 

® page 8 for the names of bones and compare the two 
'gatosee how action has affected their position. 




















THE WALK 



The horse's walk is a diagonal action; that is, when the left 
front foot begins to leave the ground, the right hind foot will 
follow (figs. 1-6), and the same is true of the right forefoot and 
the left hind (figs. 9-12). Notice that as the leg moves, the entire 
section of shoulder to which it is attached also moves. Figs. 4, 5, 
and 6 show the left shoulder moving forward with the left 
foreleg. Figs. 9-12 show the right shoulder swinging forward 
with the right foreleg. This rule also applies to the hindquarters. 






























Different horses carry their heads differently when they walk 
Some carry them high, others low. The horse in this walking 
sequence carries his head pretty much in the middle, "The 
length of the stride will also vary from horse to horse. 

Generally, the taller the horse, the longer the stride, althoug h I 
have known small horses with long strides and tall horses with 
relatively short strides. The next time you have the opportunity 
to watch horses in motion, be sure to make note of these 
individual variations. 
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While walking uphill, the horse pushes 
forward-leaning a little into the hillside. 
Oomg downhill, however, he braces himself 
and moves more carefully with almost 

mini^inrr 1__ ' * . 


* * /uv r ] i i 

high-stepping walk all his 


Uas a 


own. 



, V-j# 












Qp this pa£ e > ou can stuc ^ v t ^ ie horse coming and going at a walk. 

fig. 1 the horse walkin g toward you is in the same 
*/ 0 f the stride as the horse in fig. 3 walking away 
Cm you. Figs. 2 and 4 also show the same stride from 
rw0 different angles. 



In figs. 1 and 3 the left foreleg is moving forward. In figs. 
2 and 4 the left foreleg is about to meet the ground and 
the right hind is coming forward. Notice that in figs. 2 
and 4 the horse’s weight is supported by diagonally 
located legs—right front and left hind. 
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Figs. 1 and 2 are drawn in the same part of the stride, but the 
draft horse (fig. 2) is pulling a heavy load. His stride is shorter 
than that of fig. 1 because he is digging in, pushing against the 
collar with his head lowered and leaning his whole body into 
the job. 





- 

When drawing this kind of action, I keep mv lines 
straight and strong, especially in the back and the 
legs, where most of the thrust is coming from. For 
the moment, I become the horse and imagine 
myself pulling that load. I can sense my muscles 
bulging and straining and I try to transfer these 
feelings into my drawing. 









In fig. 3 the horse is pulling, but he is 
already under way and is therefore 
not pressing as hard as he was when 
he started out in fig. 2. 


e horse in fig. 4 is bearing down once again as he 

pulls up the hill. I have lowered his head and distended 

his nostrils in order to help give an impression of strain 

and effort. Notice that his stride is a bit more advanced 
than in fig. 3. 












THE TR OT 



— S .fir W<lPC, i ” t diagonal action - T he stride is 

from the sP°t where one foot leaves the ground to th 

trotting there *° U< ; heS **““* Notice that when a horse is 
once f fig8 j 5 % ^ ^ are ° ff the ^ ound at 















































In the drawing at the left, 
has lengthened his stride 
stride of a medium-sized trotting 
horse might measure about seven 

a racing trotter can cover 
eighteen to nineteen feet in a stride. 
Notice the extreme stretch of the 
forelegs and the devices I have used 
to give my drawing t :ie feeling of 
action. 
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THE CANTER 



2t how^ir a COl ! e Tu Verai0n 0f the gall °P- Unlike the ft 

& lSSSSl 1 * 

the entire attitude 




you are Stf' ' and * 2 ’ canterin « toward you 
1 and 10 Part ° f the 8tride as the 
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THE PACE 





£*£?.«: ssses »'*■» i.*. (tboa« 

pace is often faster than the toot Th^' fast or racin f 

suspension (fig. 6, when four legs ^ToIX*“ ^ ° f 
StethZ the* Sg^ctioni^wT While fig - 11 * dotting 
** front legs moving 5H£5g* ^ Wnd an 















































THE AMBLE 







pa< ' e ’ t ! le amble ^ a ^ so called the slowgait or stepping 
lat€raJ ' aC J t ' 0n « ait > with both legs on the same side 
mowfl g fawgd and backward together. This gait is also knov 

„ •, s !?& Jefoot because it is a four-beat gait in which each f( 

!^° U u 8eparateIy 4,1 a smooth action with much 
elevation though no period of suspension, unlike the two-beat 

pace, a speeded-up version of the amble is called the rack- th< 

and the rack form two of the five show gaits performed 

-addle horses. 
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“Rack on!” This is the command 
given by the judge in the 
five-gaited saddle horse class. 

Fig. 10 is a drawing of Winged 
Commander, one of the greats of 
the American Saddle Horse 
breed. When this stallion racked 
on, he was high-spirited, fiery, 
and fiercelv animated. Notice the 
free-flowing lines, w T hich give a 
sense of excitement and 
tovement to the drawing. 
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the JUMP 



Doin^f? e ? Ce «wi° W ^°^ ows a horse over an obstacle from the 
irood inm 60 it ^ *° f ^ e ^ an hing (fig. 12). Notice that a 
CTounrJ H Per 'm ! °,T r his head sIi ehtly as he leaves the 

s^oinfjfh ^ f ° relegS “ he Crests the J' um P and *en 

' P mng them “ he prepares to land. The hind legs will 






























































f Id in order to clear the jump and remain folded, for when the 
Lrse lands they must be ready to come in under him to 
maintain balance. Notice that one foreleg touches the ground a 
fraction before the other, which enables the horse to move on 
£ ee ly at the canter after the jump. 
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When a horse lands after 
jumping over a fence, the 
strain on the forelegs is 

considerable. In this sequence 

notice what happens to the 
angle of the pastern on 
impact. 



Jumping uphill 








vou study a still picture of a horse in action, try to 

" lfae the motion that preceded that action and the motion 

dll follow. At all times be aware of the overlapping forms 

< hat ' olor ed lines), which help give the drawing dimension. 

[see ^ 


(he horse jumping toward you, the hind legs 
■ left the ground and the knees are coming up 

Sdear the rails. 







Note that in the horse jumping awa> 

vou the hind legs have not yet left th< 
ground. At this point his knees are just 
beginning to rise. Compare this with the 
drawing at the left, which captures the 
motion a split second later. 



















































V 


t? mo . s ^ &lis the front end of the horse hits the ground first, 
ere is a steeplechaser going down after a fence. In this case 

,. e , turns him over completely. He twists 

s g y as he begins to go over and turns his muzzle to avoid 
slamming it into the ground. 





\ 







gating a sequence of this kind is a great exercise in logic If I 
£1 with a particular action drawing (fig. 1 ), the following 
Lion drawings must follow a logical pattern. What happens tc 
rider must be just as logical. 

















Horses fall down in different ways—some falls are funny, some 

not SO funny. On the racetrack or steeplechase course, the falls 

are fast because of the momentum of the racing horses, and the 
riders are usually thrown clear. 













In the hunting field or show ring, 
however, the falls are much slower 
and sometimes a rider can get 
tangled up in the mess. 

When drawing this kind of action, 
always make full use of whipping 
manes and tails and flying bits of 
equipment and turf to give your 
drawing more drama. 








bucking 



rfmn k* I> as i c aII>- like a jump except that the horse will 

burking k 68 ! ower as be takes off (fig. 1). In this sequence the 

in mirimV * urned awa y from you at the start, but 

thar ac k lv , e ^ W1S ^ S and lands coming toward you. Notice 
off in annrh ltS J. he ^ ound he begins turning again, ready to lift 
helMd" ^ lreCt ‘° n ■ AIS0 note how he kicks out behind as 



1 K 

V- tu i i 







drawing 
motioi 

f — — oiiauiiig, j fjg 

lorses is attained by overlapping forms that fit 


f 















roteSS ■ if,SL5S S,?^; g ^ 

O ftTy\ i_ * ^_ _ • ' J spinning like a top 

sometimes coming to earth facing the direction he has just come 



is rider is parting company with his mount, 

i the action of the bucking horse 
ermines which direction the man's fall will 
:e. The horse has bucked to the right and 
in changed course in midair, twisting off to 
i left and leaving his rider to make his own 

y to the ground. 

ive you noticed that professional bucking 
rses are unshod and that their feet are 

lgh-looking? 



Bucking out of good spirits. 









hearing 



on a PP rec ^ ate a rearing horse is when I'm 

wc Ahf e at ’ the rearmg hOTse can be « 

Feel the excitement and put it into your drawing Varv thp 

the Picture mor ^interesting to 
ook at, and don t be afraid to flip that mane and tail around. 

Note that the knees of a rearing horse are usually bent. 









.. uv*. *— ipooks usually turns his hf»aH _, 
ver has startled him, even as he moves away from it 
J7 forget to adjust the eyes and mouth to give the ho se 

■"Lriate expression. ^ # * 











> 




\ 






Notice in. the drawing 
above how the left leg 
comes toward you and 
the right hind moves 

away* 








GETTING DOWN TO ROLL 




First the horse will pick 
dropping his front end. 


a spot, paw the ground, and start 




for a moment stretched out like a dog. 



^ The hindquarters follow with a thump. 



6 Then, with a grunt, the front end comes up. 











Just before rolling, the horse will stretch out 



, this feels great! 











HlK 


back slightly^help him SiufSSu"* * th ^ 


makes a lovely rhythmic 


curve from t head^o ll ^] 0 M h k h tT e maKeS a lovel >' rf >ythm; 

your drawing Make the ™st of this elegant line 

. ,“ w *vng-ieggea and too 

short-necked to get their muzzles down to 

“ y ° U Can see the y manage 
















* 



s een from all angles in motion—and at rest 
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MARKINGS 



Coronet Half pastern Pastern Ankle 
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When you know what a good leg looks like, it is relatively easy 
to pick out the faulty ones. There are many faults and 
blemishes, too many to illustrate here, but these are the most 
common and the most obvious. 



Fig. 1: Good front leg. 

Fig. 2: Over at the knee. 

Fig. 3: Tied below the knee (the 
bottom). 


1 

top of 1 he cannon bone is thinner than the 


Fig. 4: Shoe boil at elbow, bowed tendon (the tendon is rounded at the back 

of the cannon bone); unlike the other faults on this page, these are caused 
by injury and are not present at birth. 

Fig 5: Weak forearm with long cannon bone; the pastern is too long and 
slopes at too great an angle. 











1: Good hind leg. 

|g. 2: Cannon bone too long. 

Baskin is weak and horse is sickle-hocked. 
g- 4. Capped hock, which shows a ‘'filling,” or swollen are 

Cannon bone; this is caused by injury. 
























FROM YOUTH TO OLD AGE 




At ten hours of age, this foal seems 
to be made of angles and sharp 
bumps. His neck and body are very 
short and his legs are very long; he 
is definitely an awkward creature. 


In ten days the foal has filled out 
considerably and the sharp edges 
have begun to round off. 













At six months the colt is ready to 
be weaned from his mother. He is 
still verv much of an adolescent but 
he is shaping up rapidly into adult 
proportions and 


At three months our foal is 
beginning to look like a horse. 
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- Quarter no^ 

rhi« breed is named for its great 
1 n , over short distances, generally a 

gpcGU •• ’- n - L — 


^er of a mile, and many Quarter 
2L* are bred today as racehorses. 
Traditionally, however, the breed has 
been used to handle livestock and to 
perform in rodeos, and for this reason 
^usually pictured in Western tack. 



The Quarter Horse’s head is not as fine as that of the 
Thoroughbred, nor does it have the triangular shape of the 

Arab (see page 72). 


I drew this Quarter Horse in the same position as the 
Thoroughbred so that you can see the difference in their 
conformation. The Quarter Horse stands closer to the ground 
than the Thoroughbred; his legs are shorter and stockier and hi> 
shoulder and hindquarters are heavier. Generally speaking, the 
Thoroughbred is streamlined, while the Quarter Horse is 

compact. 















The Morgan 

This American breed is known for its good 
disposition and great strength and versatility. Not 
all Morgans resemble their common ancestor, 
•iusiin Morgan, in conformation, but the Morgan 
head and neck and general compactness are 

unmistakable. 



sleih Pulling a 

where they have been br.Hf d m Vermont . 
still except for the sleigh beU^wS^ 10 ? 8 ' AU is 
to the rhythm of the horse’s „ J h Jmgle merrll .V 




















J^ddle Horse 

. ance is the word to describe the American 
Horse. He has a well-rounded, close-coupled 
a long, gracefully arched neck; and a high- 

set flowing tail. 



At horse shows, the Saddle Horse performs under 
saddle in three gaits and five gaits. His action is 
high-stepping—unlike that of the Thoroughbred. 
The horse in my drawing is shown at the rack—a 
flashy, four-beat gait in which each foot strikes the 
ground separately at regular intervals. 


















The Arabian 


The Arabian is a very old breed, renowned for beauty, courage, 
and endurance. He has contributed many of his fine qualities to 
the light horse breeds, especially the Thoroughbred. 

The Arab has a relatively short skull and a slender lower face. 
One of the outstanding characteristics of the head is the dished 
or concave face; note also the large, dark eyes and the small, 
sharply pointed ears. 



The 


orehead 


taper to an extremely fine muzzle 
gives the Arab head a triangular l 
I n a drawing, I like to depict the 
head with finely drawn lines to si 
horse s intelligence and nobilitv. 

rnr 


1 * 

















pr*ft Horses 

The breeds are the powerhouses of the horse 
Id Shown here are two Percherons, but there 
* f0 ur other important breeds—Clydesdale, 
Belgian, Shire, and Suffolk. They all have 
enormous weight and strength, and any drawing of 
draft horse must depict these qualities. Your 
upes should be strong and positive to 
accomplish this. When viewing a draft horse 
from the front, notice 
especially his massive chest 

and the structure of his r*/ 

forelegs. Compare them to 
other types of horses. 
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The height of a horse is measured in hands from the ground to 
the top of the withers; one hand equals four inches. Therefore, a 
twelve-hand pony is 4$ inches in height. For drawing purposes it 
is necessary to have a fair idea about the relative sizes of horses, 
especially if you intend to compose a group picture. 


17 hands 
16 hands 


144 hands 


11 hands 



Shetland is the smallest of the pony 
. His height ranges between ten 
leven hands. 


The Connemara pony averages about 
144 hands, the limit for pony height. 






































Sixteen hands is the average height for a 
Thoroughbred horse. 



17 hands 
16 hands 


14 l /a hands 


The draft horse is larger in bulk than m 
height. This one is about seventeen 
hands, but manv are 
























DIFFERENT TYPES OF RIDING 


Hunt-seat (or Forward-seat) Equitation 

This st>Ie lends itself mostly to cross-country 

riding and jumping. It is an easy, supple 

position, and the /:orse and rider should be 

pictured alert but relaxed. The rider’s 

forearms and hands follow the line of the 

reins, which are held in both hands. The calf 

of the leg is slightly behind the girth of the 

saddle, I always draw an imaginary straight 

line from the base of the rider’s throat to the 
heel. 



f ® above is an all-purpose type, suitable 

or hacking cross-country or jumping over fences, 
ote that the bit is a snaffle with a single rein. 












rhe rider's leg is held straighter in Western-type riding than in 
Z hunt seat, and the rider carries the reins in one hand The 
fU rb bit has a long shank to which a single rein is attached. 



this type as there are in English saddles. 



















•’W » ■■ 5. a 


• 4f 













Saddle-seat Equitation 


The horses beiow are three-gaited American Saddle Horses, 
which perform in the show ring at the walk, trot, and canter. 

e , 5 r slts ^ ar back on the horse in order to accentuate the 
horse s front action, which is high-stepping and animated. The 

appearance of the Saddle Horse should be one of great elegance, 

and the artist must always bear this in mind. Notice how the 

horse s shoulders move with the action of the legs; also note 

that the horse’s hooves are longer than normal, which helps to 

create the high action. The saddle is much flatter than the type 
used in hunt-seat equitation. 

















J r . cc ^’ °’ rac ipg» and rodeo work are equestrian sports, but 

ar ^' * shows a Lipizzaner of the 

the “airs u ® ®^hool in Vienna performing a capriole, one of 

dr^Jf 5 lu the ^ ound > H an example of the highest level of 
dressage. Note that the rider wears no stirrups. 

movement*^ a J 10 !* se rider executing a collected canter, a 
term meani * 11 dressa ^ e * Dressage comes from the French 
teach the on*^ °i sc ^ 00 ^ a horse, and the aim of dressage is to 
manner acr ^ *° move forward freely in a relaxed, rhythmic 
rider. * ^ ^ *he h*t and obeying the subtle aids of the 
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Polo 


v 





e game of polo has more violent action than anv other 
equestrian sport. Here the artist can test his ability for drawing 
action and also display his knowledge of the game. When I do 

fnH tK Cat T 8d T* 10 " drawings Iike this . I first do a rough sketch 
it Sit 6 " i red T ea , Ch h0rSC and rider separately. When I put 

mv DicZe Tb.T ** h ° W 1 0Verla P the elements o 

my picture. The drawing must re-create the confusion of the 

skirmish but at the same time be as clear as possible so that the 
viewer can follow the action. e 



























Fo x Hunting 


more 


\Vhen I picture a f° x ’h un ting scene, I find myself drawing 
than just horses, for riders and hounds and many other things 
are involved in this traditional sport. With fox-hunting subjects, 
vou must pay strict attention to detail just as the participants 
jo—the shape of the whip, the clothing, and the horse’s tack 

and braids. 
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By fig- 3 the horse has acquired a mane, tail, eye, and nostril. 
Notice how the addition of these details starts to bring mv 

horse to life- 

Jf I should decide to alter the action of the legs or raise the 

head somewhat—or to lengthen or shorten the body_I can 

resort to the overlay method, saving what I want and 
eliminating the things I do not. 


MAKING CORRECTIONS 



Sometimes looking at your drawing in a mirror will show up 
mistakes, but 1 find that it is difficult to make corrections using 
a mirror. Here is the correction method that suits me best. I will 
make a drawing on a sheet of tracing paper and then turn the 
paper over to look at my drawing in reverse. This gives me a 
fresh look at the horse, and I can often see mistakes this way. 1 
will correct my mistakes on the wrong side and then flop the 
paper back to its original side, erasing the areas that were 
wrong. (I use a kneaded rubber eraser because it will not tear 
the paper.) My corrections will show through the paper, and I 
can sketch in fresh lines over it. I continue to dop the paper 
back and forth, correcting as I go until my drawing looks correct 

from both sides. 

If my tracing paper should start coming apart under this 
abuse, I slip it under a fresh sheet, trace everything down, and 

keep on going. ^ 










USING ONE SILHOUETTE TO WORK TWO WAYS 



This little discovery of mine will give you a sense of the general 
relationship of forms. In a three-quarter view, the distance from 
head to withers to rump and the distance between the front and 
rear legs are the same whether the horse is facing toward you or 
away. But when the horse is seen in a three-quarter back view, 
you must enlarge the hindquarters and the hind legs as 
indicated by the colored line in fig. 3, because they are now 

closer to you than they were in fig. 1. (itherwise the silhouette 
will remain the same. A a 



1 Three-quarter front view 2 Remove all inside lines 










































1 Three-quarter front view 


1 Th r <*-quarter front 


view 


2 Silhouette 



2 Silhouette 3 Three-quarter back view 


3 Three-quarter back view 



1 Direct back view 
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Direct front view 






$1 



















PLACING THE RIDER IN THK SADDLE 



1. Start with the saddJ 
just behind the withers. 




2. Next I draw in the lower half of the 
rider, working downward from the sadd 
The English rider’s foot should be just 
about even with the bottom line of the 
horse’s belly, or slightly above. ^ 




I follow the same 
procedure with a 
three-quarter front 



view. 























3. If I begin with the rider’s seat in the 
saddle, he’ll still be there when I finish, not 
below or above it. 




Three-quarter 
back view 




4. Then I work upward from the saddle. I 
use the top of the horse's head as a guide, 
knowing that if the head should swing back, i: 
would be even with the rider's chin. 




The cowboy's foot will 
often hang below the 
horse’s belly because he 
rides with a longer 
stirrup than the 
hunt-seat rider above. 
























USING PHOTOGRAPHS 


94 



A good photograph can be very helpful to the artist as a 
reference for certain details, especially in making 
portraits of horses with special characteristics. But 
photographs may distort form, even though they look all 
right at first glance. Remember that the horse is a long 
animal. If the photographer focuses too close to the 
head, the horse in the photograph will have a head that 
is too large and a body that is too small, especially in 
the hindquarters. If the photographer focuses too close 
to the rear end, the reverse will happen. The experience 
of looking at many horses will help you detect the 
distortion and correct it in your drawing. 

One way to check for distortion is to place a sheet of 
tracing paper over the photograph and trace the outline 
of the horse. When you remove the photograph, the 
distortion will pop out, for your eyes will not be 
influenced by the details in the photograph. 
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The photographs of horses on this 
page are obviously distorted. Because 
they are photographs, we have a 
tendency to believe that thev must be 

■fc 

correct, but nothing could be further 
from the truth. To get a good 
photograph of a horse in profile, fc 
vour camera a bit forward of the 
horse's hip. Using a telephoto lens an 
shooting from a distance will enable 
you to get a true picture of a horse in 
any position. 
























Fig. 1 

The focus of the camera was too far 
forward The distortion is subtle, but 
the head came out too large and the 
hindquarters too small. The colored 
line indicates my correction. 



Fig . 2 

Here the head was much too large 
and the hindquarters fell away too 
rapidly. 
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In this book, learn the secrets of Sam Savitt, 

America’s leading equine artist, as he showsBi 
how to draw: 







• Parts of the Horse—from the head to the hocks 

• The Horse in Motion— 

walking, trotting, galloping, 
cantering, pacing, ambling, jumping, falling, ~ 
bucking, rearing, shying, rolling, grazing 

• Variations of the Horse— 












conformation and markings, 

conformation faults and the process of aging. 

breeds of horses and ponies, 

the basic riding styles and the appropriate 

apparel for both horse and rider. 

special activities from dressage to polo to f< 

jUS Sam Savitt’s special tips for observing, c 

correcting, and perfecting your technique 
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